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a Joyful CRowd gaTheRed To hoNoR Rabbi Jeff & deb

Gifts made in honor of Deb & Jeffrey will support the new 

Kol HaLev/ Schein Fund for Fostering the Spirituality of 

Children & Families and the Mordecai M. Kaplan Center 
for Jewish Peoplehood.

Rabbi Jeffrey and Deb Schein
Sunday, May 31 | Shaker Lakes Nature Center 
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Opening SongCelebrating and honoring Rabbi Jeffrey and Deb:Rabbi Steve SegarAnne AdamsonBen ScheinDan Cedarbaum, Executive Director, 
Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for Jewish Peoplehood

Rachel and Moriah LiebermanRabbi Jeff EisenstatHalle Barnett
Rabbi Jeffrey and Deb Schein
Bracha — Rabbi Steve Segar

 Closing Song
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Gratitude and heartfelt thanks for the many donations made

in honor or Rabbi Jeff and Deb.  A list of donors is on the 

reverse. Additional donations in the Scheins' honor are 

welcome at any time at http://kolhalev.net/schein.
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It was standing room only at the Shaker Lakes 
Nature Center on May 31 as congregants, former 
students, colleagues and other members of the 
greater Cleveland Jewish and Reconstructionist 
communities gathered to honor Rabbi Jeffrey 
and Deb Schein. Many came from out-of-town, 
including members of Jeff and Deb's extended 
family; Rabbi Jeff Eisentat, Founding Director of 
Camp JRF and Noar Hadash; and Dan Cedarbaum, 
Executive Director, Mordecai M. Kaplan Center 
for Jewish Peoplehood (the beneficiary of a portion 
of donations made in honor of the Scheins). The 
program included amusing Kol HaLev anecdotes 
and family reminiscences, individual and communal 
expressions of gratitude for the Scheins' creativity, 
generosity and wisdom, and of course, music -- 
culminating with a reprise of Beth Friedman-Romell's 
song and dance number, "Do the Reconstruction." 

Photos by Art Biagianti, Dick Epstein and Brian Miller. More photos on page 4

https://plus.google.com/b/115573344978912559711/photos/highlights?pid=6166227884053815378&oid=115573344978912559711
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Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
university Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

augusT NewsleTTeR deadliNe: wedNesday, July 15

Services & Programs:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office mAnAgeR:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

educAtiOn diRectOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 VAlueS teAmS, cOmmitteeS and tHeiR leAdeRS

OfficeRS:

President Halle Barnett
Vice President Karly Whitaker
Secretary Karal Stern
Treasurer Bruce Fallick & 
Catherine Fallick

At-lARge membeRS: 

Kareen Caputo 
Kirby Date
Louise Elkind
Barry Epstein
Celia Jennings

eX OfficiO membeRS:

Past President Barb Truitt
Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

diReCToRy

WelcOming & cARing – Lila Hanft
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & Rachel Kay
• Calendar - Itsik Kittila & Kelli Birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreaders – David Roberts, Deena Epstein, 
Marcia Goldberg, Itsik Kittila
• Weekly update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian Miller
• Marketing/PR – Deena Epstein & Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPiRituAl – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Religious Practices – Karal Stern & Open
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Karly Whitaker
• Music – Open
• Security Corps – Open

leARning - Leah Kamionkowski & Glenda 
Kupersmith-Kopstein
• youth & Family Education – Sue Pelleg
• Adult Education – Maureen Hack
• young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams & 
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

inVOlVed - Karly Whitaker

• Greater Cleveland Congregations – Allen Binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberger
• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & Mike 
Armin
• Environmental Sustainability – Miriam Geronimus

fiScAl SuStAinAbilitY – David Conn 
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein & 
Greg Selker
• Mock Trial – Open
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARticiPAtORY – Miriam Geronimus
• Membership – Itsik Kittila 
• Greeters – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Leah Kamionkowski 
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

cOmmitteeS diRectlY AccOuntAble 
tO tHe bOARd
• Finance – Pete Robertson & Greg Selker
• Ratner Liaison – Mike Caputo
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Team leaders

 board of trustees

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Tisha b'av aNd The poweR To RepaiR
As we enter the month of July at the heart of our American culture’s season of recreation and vacation, we 
move, at the same time in the Jewish calendar, towards a season that sits at the opposite end of the emotional 
and spiritual pole. This is the time traditionally known as “the three weeks” that runs from the 17th day of 
Tammuz, which will be commemorated this year on Sunday, July 5 and culminates with the 9th day of Av, or 
Tisha b’Av, ,which will be observed this year on Sunday, July 26. (Both days actually fall one day earlier in 
the week, but since both days are fast days, the observance of Shabbat supersedes them and their observance 
is delayed by one day). This period as a whole, and especially the 9th of Av itself, mark a time when we are 
asked to do the difficult work of consciously giving attention to the dimension of human life involving pain, 
fear, hatred, destruction and exile. While traditionally, these themes are viewed strictly through the lens of 
the historical experience of the Jewish people, more modern Jewish teachers have encouraged, in addition 
to this, both a move towards focusing on these themes as they relate to us at a personal level, as well as 
enlarging the frame to include not only the Jewish people, but humanity as a whole.

One of the main lines of interpretation found in the ancient rabbinic teachings is that one of the key 
ingredients of society’s disintegration and destruction is the presence of unwarranted hatred between people. 
Consequently, one of the emphases that often appears in teachings during this time, is on the importance 
of cultivating the ability to express the opposite of unwarranted hatred, which cannot be easily translated, 
but which we’ll call love for its own sake. Again, in traditional circles the focus of this love is typically on 
strengthening it within the Jewish community. While that process is of great importance, there is no reason 
why we have to stop the cultivation of this loving energy at the boundary of our own people. Such profound 
leaders and teachers as Mahatma Gandhi, Abraham Joshua Heschel and Martin Luther King jr. each spoke 
about this kind of experience as being at the core of our ability to change the world. 

This year, as we approach Tisha b’Av, I will be thinking a lot about 
an experience I had just about a month ago, when I had the privilege 
of participating in the GCC sponsored march in downtown Cleveland 
along with many others from across the religious and ethnic spectrum, 
in which we articulated and modeled the possibility of love for its own 
sake among the many communities that make up the population of our 
region. We did this in response to the pain, fear, hatred, destruction and 
exile that has become manifest in the relationships between our own 
and many other urban police departments across the country and the 
mostly African-American citizens they are sworn to serve and protect. 
As we walked together through the downtown business district during 
lunch hour, with our arms linked and our voices joining in songs and 
chants, I was deeply moved by the energy of possibility that this march 
embodied and generated. And, I was reminded of a powerful teaching 

from the Hasidic sage, Rebbe Nachman of Bratzlav, who once said, “If we believe that we have the power to 
destroy, then we must also believe we have the power to repair.”
,
Ken yehi Ratzon: May this teaching be manifest in our lives in the world

Rabbi Steve

rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net.

we did this in response 
to the pain, fear, hatred, 

destruction and exile
 . . . in the relationships 
between our own and 

many other urban 
police departments . . . 
and the mostly african-
american citizens they 
are sworn to serve . . .
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phoTo galleRy: opeN house iN hoNoR of Rabbi Jeff & deb sCheiN
Photos by Art Biagianti, Dick Epstein and Brian Miller
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We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Abe chasin, louis 
Handler, Amy Hogg, Ron Kohn, Sam Kelman, ben lewis, Jean miller, Pauline Raymond, 
gabriel Shell and Roberta tonti. We would love to hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev 
member you know of would like to be included on this list.
 
Thanks to Anna Kelman, who was the May Monthly Coordinator. During the month, members 
cooked and delivered meals, made phone calls, and sent cards and attended a shiva gathering and 
minyan service. We thank all who extended themselves this month.

speCial ThaNks

We are grateful to all of you who were involved in supporting the family and community of Maureen 
Hack. Her sudden death impacted so many, and the generosity of our community helped us all 
through this challenging time. Special thanks to Rabbi Steve, Leah Kamionkowski and Julio and 
Aurelia Pelsmajer.

New hesed fuNd

A proposal is under consideration by the board for the creation of a new Hesed Fund. This fund will 
offer the opportunity for people to contribute monetarily to the work of the Hesed Committee. It 
would give us more flexibility in supporting the work we do and provide another way for people to 
contribute to that work. updates and details on this will be available soon.

expaNdiNg The CulTuRe of CaRiNg

As we look forward to the coming year, we are making plans to expand the reach of Hesed in the Kol 
HaLev community, through increased opportunities to participate, educational sessions on the role of 
Hesed in our tradition and expanded training and mentoring of Monthly Coordinators. It is our hope 
that by giving our work more visibility and offering members more points of contact with the work 
of our committee, it will help to infuse our community with an expanded culture of caring and acts of 
Hesed.

If you wish to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or if you know of anyone who may 
need the support of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve or Robin Holzman (robinholzman@
gmail.com) and Martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.

hesed

mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
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News aNd aNNouNCemeNTs 

please sigN up foR kiddush & gReeTeR spoTs
geT youR fiRsT ChoiCe of daTes by sigNiNg up Now

Please click here to sign up to host a Kiddush between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. If you have a 
particular date you would like to host (for example, in honor of a family simcha), now is the best time to 
sign up. 

Greeter meet members and guests at the door of Ratner and at the door of the sanctuary, opening doors, 
offering a welcome word.  Please click here to sign up to be a greeter between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 
2016,

If you don't know your schedule very far in advance, no worries — Kelli will be sending out quarterly 
reminders. Thank you in advance for volunteering to host a Kiddush and helping to create sacred 
community! If you have any questions, please contact Miriam Geronimus (mgeronimus@gmail.com).

be'sha'ah Tovah! kelli's maTeRNiTy leave sTaRTs July 15

Our terrific office manager, Kelli Birch, will be on maternity leave July 15 - October 15. During her 
absence, we will have very part time office help, both professional and member-volunteer. We ask for 
your extra patience and understanding regarding administrative matters during this interlude, and your 
collective good wishes for Kelli and her family. Be'sha'ah tovah (may it happen at a good hour)!

ToRah disCussioN gRoup is oN summeR hiaTus

The Torah Discussion group, which normally meets once a month,  will not to meet during the summer. 
It will  resume after the High Holidays, on October 10, at the home of Selma and Ralph Gwatkin in 
Beachwood, at the usual time of 3:30-5:00 p.m.  The topic is the Apocrypha; Ralph will lead readings and 
a discussion of the Book of Tobit. 

Cell phoNe lisTiNgs & a websiTe TuToRal

As you know from our recent email, cell phone numbers will now be available on our password-protected 
membership list on the Kol HaLev website. If you need help logging into the Kol Halev website, try 
this useful, illustrated tutorial.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev3
mailto:mgeronimus%40gmail.com?subject=
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=0e0dc6b925eab3e0c2ea49b23&id=a119e3bf62&e=eec87ee951
http://kolhalev.net
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0e0dc6b925eab3e0c2ea49b23/files/final_Logging_in_to_the_Kol_HaLev_website.pdf
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Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Martin Siegel—husband of Renee Siegel
•	 Alan Fallick (Avraham)—father of Bruce Fallick
•	 Zillah Israeli—mother of Anna Kelman
•	 Herbert Rubel—father of Nancy Rubel
•	 Minnotte Kohn—mother of Ron Kohn
•	 Boris Pelsmajer—father of Julio Pelsmajer
•	 Anne Chabot—mother of Audrey Warner
•	 Jean Gordon (Leah Bat)—mother of Margy Weinberg
•	 Samuel Berger—grandfather of Nancy Frazier

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting 
the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in 
either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing 
the secular or the Hebrew yahrzeit date. you can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/
converter/).

yahRzeiTs

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• elinor friedman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her husband, Seymour Friedman
• Judy Harris and Alan lipson in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Judy's mother, Ruth Fink
• deena and dick epstein in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Deena's mother, Janet Mirow
• barbara and barry epstein donation for where it is needed most
• Julio and Aurelia Pelsmajer in honor of Barbara Epstein's milestone birthday
• Anita cohn in memory of Maureen Hack
• dick and Jayne Jones in memory of Maureen Hack
• Abraham chasin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his mother, Lena Chasin
• meg manny and irwin Weinberger in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Meg's father, James 

Manny
• Sue and Kevin Weidenbaum in memory of Maureen Hack
• Julio and Aurelia Pelsmajer in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Julio's father, Boris Pelsmajer

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved, or for any reason you'd 
like by check or online -- whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you! You can also pay 
for dues, Hagiga tuition, Mishloach Manot and many other things online as well as by check. 

♦ Pay by check. Just drop a check in the mail to: Kol HaLev | 2245 Warrensville Center Road, Suite 
215 | University Heights, OH 44118 You'll receive a confirmation that your payment was received.

OR
♦ Make an online donation. You can pay safely and securely by credit card or electronic check at 
Kol HaLev's PaySimple page at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple  (Note: Kol HaLev pays a small fee 
for transactions processed through PaySimple).

CoNTRibuTioNs

mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple
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The Kol Halev Board met at the home of Barry Epstein on June 15, 2015. This was a meeting with the old and 
newly elected Board. 

introductions:
Board members offered brief introductions and shared what they were looking forward to and hoped to 
accomplish during the next year. 

Housekeeping: 
Halle reviewed some Board practices and the need to create structure as a group in the coming year. The Strategic 
Plan needs to be reviewed and updated. The different functions of the Board and the Value Teams were presented. 
Mentoring members to assume new responsibilities and leadership positions was stressed. 

There was also some discussion about the ways in which topics discussed by the Board are presented within the 
Kol HaLev community and to the community at large. Common Ground Rules for Kol HaLev Board Members 
formulated by the past  Board were reviewed and revised. 

treasurer's report:
Halle gave a brief report in Bruce’s absence. The final numbers as we approach the end of the fiscal year are 
better than projected in the original budget. It appears we are close to breaking even. Main reasons are that Schein 
event was not anticipated when 2014-15 budget was created and some of the projected expenses were lower.  

Next year raising funds to cover basic operations, building the reserve fund, and raising consciousness throughout 
the community about money will be a primary focus of the Fiscal Sustainability Values Team. 

High Holy days fee recommendations:
This year the High Holiday fee structure will be revised to simplify operations and be more purposeful about  how 
we build a sustainable community. 

educational director contract vote: 
Halle presented the negotiated Education Director contract. The negotiating committee spent time in discussions 
with  Education Director Robyn Novick, consulted with Rabbi Joel Alpert at the movement’s placement office 
and worked together to create this new four-year contract. It provides for more mutual engagement between 
Robyn and lay leadership in managing certain facets of the education program. There is also more mutual 
agreement and protection in the event that the contract would need to be terminated prior to the expiration.  The 
Board voted to accept the contract. 

Kelli's maternity leave:  
Kelli  will start her three-month maternity leave on July 15. There are plans to hire a temp worker for 8-10 hrs per 
week. Halle asked that extra patience be exercised in Kelli’s absence and to work through the leadership for any 
pressing business. 

Hesed fund proposal:
Board members discussed a proposal sent from the Hesed committee to set up a designated monetary fund. The 
fund is intended to cover Hesed needs only in cases of emergency or unforeseen circumstance, when no member 
is available or provide for that need in a timely manner. 

Some members, particularly those who were recipients of Hesed in the past, expressed interest in donating funds. 
This fund was not intended to be a replacement or substitute for the activities normally associated with the Hesed 

 board report karal stern, secretary

continued on page 9
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Committee and performed by Kol HaLev members. The Board was receptive to the idea. There will be a second read 
and a vote will occur during July. 

leadership development task force update: 
On behalf of the Leadership Development Task Force, Celia Jennings gave an update on the work of a subcommittee 
charged with providing a strategy designed to foster leadership in Kol HaLev. There is a need to gather input from 
members as to why they join, participate, and what may compel them to assume leadership positions. 

There are plans to adopt a strategy, Appreciative Inquiry, co-created by Case Professor David L. Cooperrider, with 
modifications, to fit the needs of Kol HaLev. Members  will be asked to participate in this dynamic process during the 
coming months. updates will be provided to the Board throughout the year.

The Board is taking a hiatus in July; the next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Aug. 10 at the home of 
Kareen Caputo at 7:30 p.m. (Please note: the August meeting will occur on Wednesday instead of monday to 
accomodate the High Holy days.)  All members are welcome. 

Respectfully submitted,
Karal Stern, Secretary

boaRd RepoRT, continued from page 9

The July book group meeting will be Thursday, July 23, at the home of Ruth Ness. We will discuss The Betrayers: A 
Novel by David Bezmozgis. (240 pages, a Kindle version exists).

A brief description from Amazon: These incandescent pages give us one fraught, momentous 
day in the life of Baruch Kotler, a Soviet Jewish dissident who now finds himself a disgraced 
Israeli politician. When he refuses to back down from a contrary but principled stand 
regarding the settlements in the West Bank, his political opponents expose his affair with a 
mistress decades his junior, and the besieged couple escapes to yalta, the faded Crimean 
resort of Kotler's youth. There, shockingly, Kotler encounters the former friend whose 
denunciation sent him to the Gulag almost forty years earlier.

In a whirling twenty-four hours, Kotler must face the ultimate reckoning, both with 
those who have betrayed him and with those whom he has betrayed, including a teenage 
daughter, a son facing his own moral dilemma in the Israeli army, and the wife who 
once campaigned to secure his freedom and stood by him through so much. Stubborn, wry, and self-
knowing, Baruch Kotler is one of the great creations of contemporary fiction. An aging man grasping at a final 
passion, he is drawn inexorably into a crucible that is both personal and biblical in scope.

In prose that is elegant, sly, precise, and devastating in its awareness of the human heart, David Bezmozgis 
has rendered a story for the ages, an inquest into the nature of fate and consequence, love and forgiveness. The 
Betrayers is a high-wire act, a powerful tale of morality and sacrifice that will haunt readers long after they turn the 
final page.  Note: This book won a National Jewish Book Award and was a Wall Street Journal Best Book of 2014, a 
New Yorker Favorite Book of 2014, and a New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice

The book for August is After Long Silence by Helen Fremont.

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend book group meetings. For more information about the group. 
including a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact 
Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list. 

  hug hasefer: book discussion group

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group
mailto:KJW@oberlin.net
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ReCoNNeCTioNs
This year, Kol HaLev and Temple Emanu El held a joint Shavuot service in Orange. 
After the service I was talking with a young, energetic Emanu El member, who asked, 
“Have we met before?” This I thought was a hilarious and especially ironic question 
on Shavuot, which commemorates our receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai. Thanks to 
interestingly phrased Torah text about that momentous event, there is a mystical belief 
that all Jews—past, present, future, “born,” “by choice,” etc.—stood together at Sinai. 
So from that standpoint, OF COuRSE she and I had met before! Although I never 

forget a face, I must admit to being not so good with names when “reconnecting” after 3,000 years or so.

Two or three years is more my speed and it was truly wonderful to reconnect with so many Kol HaLev members 
recently during my three weeks in Cleveland. My family’s time in Switzerland has been an eternity and yet 
transpired in the blink of an eye. That paradox aside, the current chapter of my family’s life is coming to a close: 
soon we are returning to live in the united States.

Though I did not realize it at the time, our journey home began with an end-of-year “check-in call” from Phyllis 
Maris, friend and fellow Kol HaLev member. I had not seen Phyllis since early 2013, but her voice over the 
phone was like a steaming mug of hot cocoa on a frigid night. Though Phyllis never once mentioned it, after we 
hung up I recalled a Kol HaLev end-of-year fundraising appeal I had received a few weeks earlier and decided 
right then and there to respond. The Kol HaLev community touches and supports so many members in so many 
ways…it really deserves our active and generous support in whatever ways we can provide it! Despite the time 
and distance, we are infinitely glad that we maintained our Kol HaLev membership while we have been away. In 
retrospect, I owe my own relative sanity, “rootedness” and “centeredness” these last few years in large measure 
to our Kol HaLev relationships. I suspect many members feel this way about our community.

Within days of Phyllis’s call, I received the official word from my company that I 
was being transferred back to the united States, in fact to the very same building in 
rural western Pennsylvania where I had worked for twenty years prior to my expat 
assignment. Now we faced a decision as a family, having long-since sold our house 
near Sharon, PA: where did we want to go? A family discussion ensued and we 
quickly realized returning to the same general place in PA would not work for us. 
We needed to “continue the adventure” in some meaningful way. In short order, 
Cleveland emerged as the next stop on our journey. Though we’ve been attracted 
to the eastern suburbs for 20+ years, the reason for us to make the move now is 
yOu, our Kol HaLev community…plain and simple. We found a place to live in 
Beachwood, within walking distance of Kol HaLev, actually! G-d willing, we will 
be there permanently in just a few weeks’ time.

American author Thomas Wolfe famously wrote in a posthumously published novel that "you can’t go home 
again." Though our expat experience has changed us in ways we are just beginning to comprehend, I beg to 
differ with Mr. Wolfe. While in town, I joined a sizable Kol HaLev group carrying our newly received second 
Torah scroll from B’nai Jeshurun to the Kol HaLev sanctuary at the Ratner School. During the procession, Halle 
Barnett handed me the Sefer Torah to carry for part of the journey. As my arms enfolded the Torah, she clasped 
my shoulder and said, “Welcome home.” Suddenly, unexpectedly, it became a deeply emotional moment. I 
could manage barely a whispered “thank you” through the tears. Full of gratitude, I knew that I was, in fact, 
home.

david CoNNCoNNeCTioNs

Our new Torah Scrolll
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gCC, we CaN'T waiT!
All eyes are on us after a hugely successful Action on May 26. With over 600 people in attendance, we made waves on 
local and national news outlets-- CLICK HERE for a media roundup. We met again at the end of June at St. John AME to:

• Respond to and evaluate the May 26 Action
• Teach and clarify our Next Steps regarding our demands to the Mayor and Prosecutor
• Review the Consent Decree and its inclusion of GCC recommendations (CLICK HERE for a Summary)
• Look ahead to upcoming possible actions, such as the Tamir Rice verdict

Please CLICK HERE to read the letters we delivered to Mayor Jackson, Prosecutor McGinty, and uS Attorney 
Dettelbach on May 26. 

For more information on how to get involved in GCC at Kol HaLev, 
including an upcoming "listening campaign" in Cleveland neighborhoods, 
please contact any Core Team member (Dick & Donna Weinberger, Sue 
Pelleg, Itsik Kittila, Mimi Plevin-Foust, Karly Whitaker, and Rabbi Steve).

uPCOMING GCC MEETINGS
• July 16, 7pm, TBD. Criminal Justice Action Team Meeting
• July 19, 3-8pm Forest Hill Presbyterian Church. Core Team Training.
• July 23, 7pm. TBD. Delegate Assembly.

http://greaterclevelandcongregations.org/newsmedia
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/123c018caaf8ed77c9e00450a/files/CD_short_summary.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/123c018caaf8ed77c9e00450a/files/letters.pdf
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 CaleNdaR

Sat., Jul. 4 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Member Led Shabbat Service at Ratner. Parsha: Balak ; Service Leaders: Robin Holzman 
and Bill Scher‐Marcus; Kiddush Host: Barbara and Barry Epstein.

Sun., Jul. 5 2:30‐4:00 p.m. Membership Committee Meeting at the home of Anita Cohn. All members welcome! 
Contact Itsik Kittila for more information.

Mon., Jul. 6 7:30‐9:00 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting.
Sat., Jul. 11 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Member Led Shabbat Service at Ratner. Parsha: Pinchas ; Service Leader: Bill Scher‐

Marcus. Kiddush host needed (as of press‐time).
Mon., Jul. 13 7:30‐9:00 p.m. Value Team Leader Meeting (No general  Board Meeting in July.)
Wed., Jul. 15
Thurs., Jul. 16 7:00‐8:30 p.m. GCC Criminal Justice Team Meeting. Location TBD. Contact Itsik Kittila for more 

information.
Sat., Jul. 18 9:30‐10:30 a.m. Torah Study in the Ratner Library. Parsha: Matot‐Masei . Torah Study Leader: Rabbi 

Steve.
10:30‐12:30 p.m.

"Schein Shabbat" in the Ratner Chapel, followed by a festive kiddush. Parsha: Matot‐
Masei;  Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: Kol HaLev Presidents.

1:00‐2:00 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead an hour of a 
combination of sitting practice and brief conversation.

Sun., Jul. 19 3:00‐8:00 p.m. GCC Core Team Training at Forest Hill Presbyterian Church. Contact Donna Weinberger 
for more information.

Thurs., Jul. 23 7:00‐8:30 p.m. GCC Delegate Assembly Meeting, location TBD. Contact Karly Whitaker or Sue Pelleg for 
more information.

7:30‐9:00 p.m. Book Club Meeting at the home of Ruth Ness. We will discuss The Betrayers: A Novel  by 
David Bezmozgis. See page 9 for more information, or go to 
http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group.

Sat., Jul. 25 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Musical Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Devarim;  Service Leader: Rabbi 
Steve. Kiddush host needed (as of press‐time).

Sun., Jul. 26 2:00‐5:00 p.m. Tisha B'Av Service and Study at Ratner.
Fri., Jul. 31 6:00‐8:30 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner. Kiddush Sponsor: Anne Adamson
The dishes should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve and SHOULD NOT CONTAIN NUTS. 
Please bring enough for 8‐10.   In keeping with our goal of becoming a more sustainable 
community, we encourage members to bring their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils 
and napkins to our potluck. Potluck assignments:
A‐H ‐ Main Dish           I‐P ‐ Appetizer or Salad          Q‐Z – Dessert or Drink

Deadline for the August Issue of Kol HaLev Happenings
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